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massif of ancient rocks is linked with the Liaotung Peninsula
and the mountains of Eastern Manchuria and Korea, and the
Miao* Islands exist to show the former land bridge across the
Strait of Pechihli. The Shantung highlands are cut into two
portions by the Tsingchow-Kiaochow Valley, the eastern
portion forming the peninsula, properly speaking. The eastern
portion consists of ancient granitic and metamorphic rocks;
the western portion of limestones and other sedimentary rocks
including some rather poor coals. The precipitous, rocky
coastline, not infrequently fog-enwrapped, is interrupted at
intervals by magnificent natural harbours. The commanding
position of the peninsula and the excellence of these harbours
attracted the attention, not only of Japan and Russia, but of the
great European powers who had interests, actual or potential,
to protect in the Pacific. After her victory over China in 1894-95,
Japan occupied part of the Peninsula, but withdrew her troops
on pressure from Russia, Germany and France. A short while
afterwards, in November, 1897, however, Germany seized the
territory round Kiaochow Bay to indemnify for the murder of
two German missionaries. A ninety-nine years' lease was arranged
in 1898 and Germany spent huge sums in developing the territory
and transforming the fishing village of Tsing-tao into a great
port. In particular, the extensive reafforestation of the bare
hills, the regulation of watercourses, the constructing of the
railway terminating at Tsing-tao and the dredging of the bay
are works of permanent importance carried out by the Germans.
Early in the Great War (1914) the territory was captured by
Japan, but in accordance with the Washington Pact was restored
to China in November, 1922.
The territory of Wei-hai-wei, near the tip of the peninsula,
was leased by Great Britain by a convention with the Chinese
Government, dated July ist, 1898. The obtaining of this lease
was a defensive measure against the Russian lease and occupation
of Port Arthur earlier in the same year. The area of the leased
territory was 285 square miles and had 154,416 inhabitants in
1921 (mostly farmers and fishermen). Like much of the re-
mainder of Shantung, the territory consists of rocky hill ranges
and picturesque fertile valleys. Much was done in afforestation,
the making of roads and the development of trade, before the
territory was restored to China in 1930.
The hills of Shantung are barren and useless and illustrate
in a very remarkable way the evils of soil erosion resulting from
deforestation. In the fertile valleys, the intensive agriculture
characteristic of North China is in evidence with populations up
to 3,000 and 4,000 per square mile, together with a thousand